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Policy expert with more than twenty years of government legislative, management, investigative and 
communications experience. Proven track record in leading collaboration, negotiation and engagement with 
diverse stakeholders to achieve legislative and investigative accomplishments in policy areas that include the 
regulation of chemicals, automobile fuel economy and emissions standards, consumer product and 
automobile safety, energy and the environment, civilian nuclear safety and homeland security. 

 
POLICY AND MANAGEMENT EXPERIENCE 

2017 – present – Minority Director of Oversight, Senate Environment & Public Works Committee 

(Ranking Member Thomas R. Carper) 

 Role #1: Directed Committee oversight and processing of Trump Administration nominees: 
o Directed Committee staff involved in the nomination (including direct report and other 

Committee staff), briefed the Ranking Member, other Committee Members and staff, 
engaged with outside ethics and environmental stakeholders, reviewed financial and 
other materials submitted by or related to the nominees, developed opening statements 
and press materials for confirmation hearings, drafted and/or reviewed hearing questions 
for the Ranking Member and other Committee Members, drafted and/or reviewed pre- 
and post-hearing questions for nominees, developed Floor materials, worked extensively 
with reporters covering controversial nominees. 

o Developed and executed strategies that led to the defeat of two nominees (Michael 
Dourson (EPA), Kathleen Hartnett White (CEQ)). 

o Developed and executed strategies that resulted in policy concessions (Greaves, 
McIntosh, Dunn) and the provision of requested agency documents (Bodine, Leopold, 
Ross, McIntosh) in exchange for the Ranking Member’s assistance in securing the rapid 
Senate confirmation of less objectionable nominees. 

 Role #2: Oversaw investigation of the Trump Administration’s environmental actions and ethical 
conflicts (with a focus on EPA): 

o Directed Committee oversight staff and fellows, briefed the Ranking Member and other 
Senators’ staff, engaged with outside stakeholders, environmental experts and former 
Obama Administration appointees, sought and obtained confidential disclosures and 
documents from EPA political appointees and career staff, prepared oversight letters, 
investigative and policy reports, worked extensively with reporters covering Trump 
Administration personnel and policies, coordinated and collaborated with House 
committees and other Senate offices. 

o Extensive oversight of ethics and other concerns that led to the resignations of EPA 
Administrator Scott Pruitt and Air Administrator Bill Wehrum. 

o Extensive oversight of key environmental policy roll-backs designed to expose and 
increase the legal vulnerability of regulations and other policies through the disclosure of 
conflicting legislative history or statutory interpretations and rulemaking or other 
irregularities (especially WOTUS, glider truck GHG rule, light duty vehicle GHG standards, 
transparency, PFAS cleanup guidance and SNUR, appointment of EPA science advisors, 
decision not to ban chlorpyrifos, TSCA implementation, NEPA, and MATS).  Committee 
oversight letters and disclosed documents extensively cited in pending litigation on some 
of these rulemakings (especially light duty vehicle GHG standards and preemption rules) 
and resulted in delays in finalizing (WOTUS, transparency) or a failure to finalize (glider 
truck GHG) rules.   

o Engaged extensively with GAO and the EPA IG related to several ethics, policy and 
regulatory issues of interest. 

o Directed the development of and/or developed several reports designed to coincide with 
key events (a one-year report on the Trump EPA, an ethics-focused investigative report 
on Bill Wehrum, a report describing the nexus between air pollution roll-backs, 
environmental justice and COVID-19). 
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 Role #3: Light Duty Vehicle Greenhouse Gas Standards: 
o Conceived of and led Congressional efforts aimed at negotiating a compromise on 

vehicle fuel economy and greenhouse gas standards with the State of California, 
including participation in numerous meetings with Trump Administration White House, 
EPA and DOT appointees, State of California appointees, and industry and 
environmental stakeholders. 

o Direct involvement in the development, negotiation and announcement of a voluntary 
vehicle greenhouse gas emissions standards agreement between automakers and 
California, including extensive engagement with technical, policy, legal and press teams 
of some parties to the agreement. 

o Conducted significant oversight aimed at exposing the legal flaws associated with the 
Trump Administration’s rules to preempt California and weaken the federal standards, 
much of which has been cited extensively in pending litigation and has led to the 
initiation of an EPA IG investigation. 

 Role #4: PFAS legislation: 
o Led efforts to write and negotiate bipartisan legislation to regulate, research, monitor 

for and remediate PFAS chemical contamination, some of which was enacted into 
law in 2019 (TRI, drinking water monitoring, research, funding, disposal guidance) 
and some of which passed the Senate (directed rulemaking and other revisions to 
SDWA for PFAS). 

 
2013-2017– Director of Oversight & Investigations, Senator Edward J. Markey 

 Role #1: Assisted with the supervision of the Senator’s legislative staff and fellows in carrying out his 
Committee and Floor legislative, investigative and strategic priorities, including efforts to combat 
opioid and heroin addiction, response to Ebola and Zika, nonproliferation and nuclear safety, energy 
and environment, homeland security, consumer product and food safety, and gun control. 

 Role #2: Oversaw Ranking Member Markey’s work on the Superfund, Waste Management & 
Regulatory Oversight Subcommittee of the Environment & Public Works Committee 

o Led key Senate and bicameral conference negotiations that enabled Senate 
consideration and subsequent enactment of the re-authorization of the Toxic Substances 
Control Act, including extensive engagement with Obama Administration political 
appointees, EPA career experts, external stakeholders and key Senate and House 
offices. 

o Supervised the planning of Subcommittee hearings; oversaw the preparation of an 
investigative report about and legislation to improve the management of asbestos in 
schools. 

 Role #3: Oversight and Investigation: 
o Led high-profile investigative and legislative efforts related to the GM ignition switch, 

Takata airbag, VW emissions defeat devices and other automotive issues; directed the 
preparation of a major investigative report entitled “Hacking and Tracking: Security & 
Privacy Gaps Put American Drivers at Risk” and legislation to improve cyber-security and 
privacy standards for automobiles; prepared and staffed Senator Markey for relevant 
hearings and activities in the Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee. 

 
2013-2014 – Senior Policy Advisor, Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works 

 Detailed onto then-Chairman Barbara Boxer’s Committee staff to help lead the Committee’s 
oversight of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, including the design and staffing of hearings, 
conducting oversight, preparing legislation and consideration of nominees. 



2001-2013 – Policy Director, Congressman Edward J. Markey (2007-13) 

Senior Investigator/Policy Coordinator, House Natural Resources Committee (2011-13) 

Professional Democratic Staff, House Energy & Commerce Committee (2010-11), House 

Select Committee on Energy Independence & Global Warming (2007-10) 

Senior Policy Associate, Congressman Edward J. Markey (2001-07) 

 Coordinated Congressman Markey’s energy and environmental legislative and investigative efforts 
that overlapped the jurisdictions of the Natural Resources, Energy and Commerce and Select 
Energy Independence and Global Warming Committees. 

 Assisted with the supervision of the Congressman’s legislative staff and fellows in carrying out his 
Committee and Floor legislative, investigative and strategic priorities, including food, chemical 
consumer product and medical device and drug safety, nonproliferation and nuclear safety, energy 
and environment, and homeland security. 

 Significant oversight efforts include investigative reports, oversight letters and associated legislation 
on the ability of the electric utilities to prevent and respond to cyber-attacks; implications of the 
Fukushima nuclear accident in Japan; the bacterial meningitis infections caused by tainted 
compounded drugs prepared by the New England Compounding Center; the potential impacts of 
hydraulic fracturing on drinking water; the oversight and enforcement of drilling safety regulations on 
federal land; and the disposal of wastewater from hydraulic fracturing operations; extensive and 
high-profile investigative efforts into the BP oil spill; the Bush Administration’s response to the 
landmark Supreme Court global warming decision in Massachusetts v EPA (including the issuance 
of a bipartisan subpoena for documents). 

 Significant legislative accomplishments include the 2010 House passage of comprehensive 
chemical and drinking water security legislation and a bill to amend the Safe Drinking Water Act 
(SDWA); the transportation planning and vehicle technology and emissions provisions in the 
Waxman-Markey climate bill; the 2009 negotiation and enactment of “Cash for Clunkers” (a $3 
billion trade-in program which helped sell nearly 700,000 more fuel-efficient vehicles during the 
economic downturn); the creation of an online, searchable database of adverse incidents potentially 
caused by defective consumer products enacted as part of the CPSC Reform Act of 2008; 
provisions to require 100% scanning of inbound maritime cargo for radiation, to require that rail 
shipments of extremely hazardous materials occur via the safest and most secure route, and to 
create strong whistleblower protections for rail and mass transit security workers enacted as part of 
the 911 Commission Recommendations Act of 2007; provisions to require increased fuel economy 
standards for cars and light trucks enacted as part of the Energy Independence and Security Act of 
2007; provisions to improve the security of nuclear facilities and materials that could be used to 
construct a dirty bomb, and improve whistleblower protections for employees and contractors of 
DOE and NRC included in the Energy Policy Act of 2005. 

 
2000-2001 - Director of Regulatory Policy, Time Domain Corporation 

 Helped lead efforts to obtain Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and European Union 
approval for ultra-wideband wireless technology, managed the work of legal, technical, public 
relations and policy consultants to the company; attended and advocated on behalf of the company 
at meetings at the FCC, National Telecommunications and Information Agency, Radio Technical 
Committee on Aviation, the U.S. Congress, and other Federal Agencies; helped to convey 
regulatory status to prospective investors and business partners. 

 
1998-2000 - Professional Democratic Staff,   House Science Committee 

 Responsibility for oversight and legislation related to civilian Department of Energy (DOE) research 
programs including Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy, Nuclear Energy and Fossil Energy. 

 Staffed Democratic Members of the Committee on hearings, markups and Floor debates. 

 Led investigations into inappropriate conduct by U.S. Department of Energy laboratories seeking to 
commercialize technologies, and the sequencing and patenting of human genetic material. 



1999 – 2000 - Assistant Instructor, Georgetown University 

 “Shaping National Science Policy,” a class taught to undergraduate students. 

 
1996-1998 - Congressional Science and Engineering Fellow, Congressman Edward J. Markey 

 Competitively selected and fully funded participant in the AAAS program for Ph.D. scientists and 
engineers. 

 Legislative Assistant for Nonproliferation (export controls on nuclear/dual-use technologies, 
domestic nuclear weapons laboratory security, disposition of excess nuclear weapons materials) 
and Energy (nuclear waste, nuclear reactor safety, nuclear fuel cycle, solar and renewable energy) 

 
1995-1996 -   Researcher/Writer, American Institute of Physics - College Park, MD 

 Created 12 "Physics Success Stories,” a set of constituent tools for scientists who wish to contact 
their Member of Congress. Used in hundreds of Congressional visits/letters, PSS illustrate the 
benefits that result from strong federal support for basic and applied research. 

 
OTHER 

2010 - Member, Montgomery County Work Group on Pepco 

 Appointed by Montgomery County Executive to serve on a Work Group to investigate the causes of 
significant electricity reliability issues in the County, write a report and make recommendations to 
improve services.  Represented the Work Group delivering testimony in the State legislature and 
the County council. 

 
EDUCATION 

11/95 Ph.D., physical chemistry, University of Rochester, Rochester, NY, Thesis entitled 

“Quantum Confinement Effects on Semiconductor Nanocrystals” 
6/93 M.S., physical chemistry, University of Rochester, Rochester, NY 

6/91 B.Sc., chemistry, McGill University, Montreal, Canada 

 
LANGUAGES 
Hebrew (fluent), Mandarin, Spanish and French (functional) 

 
PRESENTATIONS – available on request 




